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The adjective, PROTEAN, is derived from the name of the Greek god of the 
sea, Proteus, who is capable of changing his form at will.   
PROTEAN connotes adaptable, flexible, and versatile. Characters in literature 
with Protean abilities are typically portrayed as flexible and ingenious, and 
extremely powerful, whether a villain or a hero. 
 
PROTEAN lab elements are defined as five key 
components, from which all other elements of 
physical lab design are derived.  These basic 5 
elements of physical lab design are: 
 
1.  Analyze:  The PROTEAN lab work bench 

station. 
a. 30”Wx72”Lx84”H.  CFCI and/or OFOI. 
b. (3) duplex 115v power outlets integral with heavy duty power 

cord, twist lock 
c. Air & Vac integral with quick connects 
d. Heavy duty lockable casters 
e. Work surface adj height 30-40” with manual crank 

2. Contain:  The PROTEAN lab chemical fume hood work station.  CFCI. 
a. 36”Dx60”Lx96”H 
b. Variable Air Volume 
c. 600 c.f.m. exhaust;  80 f.p.m face velocity 
d. Glass side panels;  Rear glass panel if located at window 

3. Equip:  The PROTEAN lab equipment station for OFOI floor mounted 
equipment. 

a. Refrigerators 
b. Freezers 
c. Biological Safety Cabinets (Class II Type A2) 
d. Centrifuges 
e. Carts 
f. 115v stand-by power;  208v stand-by power at select locations 
g. Air/Vac at select locations 

4. Store:  The PROTEAN lab storage station.  CFCI and/or OFOI 
a. 24”Dx48”Lx60”H 
b. 5 tier wire shelving 
c. Heavy duty lockable casters 

5. Wash:  The PROTEAN lab sink station.  CFCI. 
a. 30”Dx72”Lx84” H 
b. Accessible at select locations 
c. Accommodates pure water polisher 
d. 115v fourplex at wall above work surface 
e. 115v fourplex below for water polisher 
f. HW/CW with vacuum breaker 
g. Eyewash with domestic water 
h. Domestic water stub out & valve below for water polisher 
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